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passed by the troops upon either side, boldly advanced, delivering their fire as rapidly as possible, and never ceasing to utter then: inspiring battle-cry.
u About forty yards in front of Hancock's line, and parallel to it, was an ordinary rail fence. The advanced line of the Confederates reached this fence; and had they been less brave, or had they been the veterans of either army, who four years later had been thoroughly schooled into the idea that breastworks and courage were almost inseparable adjuncts in the art of war, it is probable that their advance would never have crossed the fence, but, protected by the questionable cover of the rails, would have made a stand, and from there returned the terribly destructive fire their enemies were pouring into their ranks. The fence seemed to offer no obstacle, however, to the assaulting column, which still advanced, as it had started, in four heavy lines.
"But thirty paces now separated the contending forces, and neither exhibited signs of wavering. The Confederates were losing ten to one of the Federals ; the latter, unlike the former, delivering their lire from a halt, and with deliberate aim.
" When within twenty paces of the. Federal troops, the fire of whose guns remained unabated, the Confederates, whose ranks had been terribly thinned, and who, from their long and rapid march across a heavy aiid yielding soil, added to their constant yelling since the opening of the attack, were much exhausted, now exhibited signs of faltering. The Federals, who but a moment before regarded victory as most doubtful, observed this hesitation, and gave forth cheers of exultation. Hancock, who had been constantly seen where the danger was most imminent, and who, with one exception, was the only mounted officer along the Federal line, saw that victory was within his grasp, and determined to resume the offensive. With that excessive politeness of manner whichsenger was ordered upon this errand, until the hour-hand marked the hour of be over there on the right/
